Greening Our AAP 2010 Conference

The Conference Planning Team is working to make our conference as ecologically friendly as possible this year, as a significant step towards "Creating the World We Want."  Most of us want a more sustainable and ecologically aware world than we have now. In fact, we believe our children and grandchildren may not have a decent world to live in – unless we take responsible action today.  

We began by choosing our conference site based on several ecological criteria, listed in the table below. We are also urging everyone involved in the Conference to think about the ecological effects of everything we do.  Even if the effect of each action seems very small, paying attention in this way helps shift our group consciousness towards our interconnectedness and our active support of all life on earth. 

                                        What We Each Can Do

Preparing for the Conference

Travel: 

· Consider taking the train instead of driving or traveling by air.

· Carpool or share taxi or shuttle whenever possible.

· Purchase carbon offsets for your air travel.  TerraPass.com offers offsets of your flight's carbon footprint.  If you book your flight through Expedia.com online travel service, a TerraPass is an option at checkout. The carbon offset for a 1000-mile trip, for example, is $6.99.

Bring:  


· A hot drink and water bottle, labeled, reducing paper waste and hot water use

· A cloth napkin or two, reducing use of paper napkins

· A notebook or paper, pen, pencil, or markers of your choice, reducing waste

· If possible, a laptop computer for note-taking without paper, and with online access

At the Conference

All participants:

· Use no perfumes or smoke, in respect for those who have chemical sensitivities. 

· Use your own water containers and your own cloth napkin.

· Limit paper use; only take paper handouts you're sure to use.

· Read material on line when possible, or email to yourself at our Resource Center.

· After reusing, recycle all used paper, cans, and bottles.

Presenters:

· Make follow-up materials available on line and post links at your workshop.

· Use visual aids instead of paper handouts: PowerPoint slides, flip charts, overheads.

After the Conference

· Download teaching materials, then read and print only hard copies you'll use.

· Collaborate with others from the Conference by phone and electronically.

· Please apply these ecologically responsible choices-skills, at home and at work.

AAP's Ecological Criteria for Choosing Conference Facility at Techny

	Item
	Criteria
	Does Techny meet criteria?

	Location


	1. Site within 30 minutes of major airport and easy, inexpensive transportation from airport to Conference site
	Yes 

Taxi $29, up to 3: Shuttle $37, up to 6

	
	2. Comfortable, clean, allergy-free lodging 
	Yes



	
	3. Prefer wireless access reducing use of paper 


	Yes

	
	4. Encourage guests to reuse sheets and towels throughout stay


	Included

	Food


	5. Prefer fresh foods grown locally, with color and variety


	Requested

	
	6. Prefer variety to include vegetarian and vegan options


	Requested



	
	7. Prefer water available at breaks in glass containers, not in plastic


	Yes; in workshop rooms

	Conservation


	8. Avoid plastic or styrofoam cups, bottles, plates, utensils –- unless they are new biodegradable types​


	Yes; metal utensils



	
	9. Use as little paper as possible; opt for electronic handouts (schedule will be posted on wall instead of packet)


	Yes; need additional ideas



	
	10. Request recycling and composting of food waste


	No; but do recycle paper, plastic, cans

	
	11. Reuse posters, decorations, name tags, scent-free markers, and other conference materials when possible 


	Yes



	Spiritual aspects


	12. Decorate with local flowers and objects of nature for accent of beauty in workshops, dining area, registration, and lobby


	Techny site approved; will accommodate set up



	
	13. Seating out of doors 


	Have picnic tables (no tables and chairs available)



	
	14. Beauty, serenity, and higher qualities


	Yes; traditional old building, large campus, small lake, and large trees




